WELDON PARK
STATEMENT OF LOCAL ENGAGEMENT
FEBRTJARY
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1.0

lntroduction

This document is an update to the Statement of Local Engagement for Weldon Park
which was submitted to Corby Borough Council in July 2007 (attached to this report
as Appendix A).

The previous Statement of Local Engagement for Weldon Park set out the preapplication activity undertaken by Trimedia Harrison Cowley (now know as Trimedia)
on behalf of Charles Church Ltd in 2007. A three-stage approach to consultation was
initiated, to enable ongoing opporlunities for community involvement through
exhibitions, workshops and presentations. The pre-application consultation was
guided by the ten principles of engagement, as detailed in North Nor,thamptonshire
Joint Planning Committee's Adopted Statement of Community lnvolvement (October
2006).
The previous Statement of Local Engagement explained how the masterplan for
Weldon Park evolved with the community's input. Prior to the previous planning
application, the engagement programme for Weldon Park:

.
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Reached 458,250 people across the borough of Corby, via advertising and
editorial circulation
lssued 1,843 letters of invitation to consultation events
Offered the equivalent to six days of consultation events over a three month
period for people to get involved, not including time devoted to dedicated
presentations for Borough and Parish Councillors
Directly engaged with 379 members of the local community at consultation
events
Received 87 detailed feedback forms and represented the views of weldon
residents - 80% of the feedback forms were received from this community

The previous planning application met the demands and aspirations of residents
identified through the consultation process, in a robust and demonstrable manner.
For example:
85% welcomed the new bypass as part of the Weldon Park masterplan and 67"/"
indicated that the measures proposed to discourage traffic from Weldon were
positive
86% stated that the local school and community facilities are located in the best
position on the masterplan. 79"/" of respondents in Stage One of the public
consultation for Weldon Park believed that the school and local centre should be
placed together on the masterplan
79% thought the landscape buffer in the willow Brook valley and increased
distance from existing housing, introduced as a result of consultation, was an
appropriate measure
This feedback from the local community, along with extensive comments detailed in
full in the previous Statement of Local Engagement, was a key element in shaping
the form of the previous masterplan for Weldon Park; submitted to Corby Borough
Council in July 2007.

2.O

Revised Masterplan

ln light of issues raised by CABE regarding elements of the masterplan, and Corby
Borough Council's subsequent refusal of the planning application, Charles Church
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and its specialist design team were faced with the challenge of redesigning the
masterplan to comply with feedback from statutory consultees, while paying due
regard to the comments received from the local community as a result of the
extensive public consultation undertaken in 2007. Given the considerable emphasis
placed on pre-application public consultation for Weldon Park, Charles Church felt it
important to continue to bear the community's input in mind when making any
changes to the masterplan. The new planning application and revised masterplan for
Weldon Park achieves this balance and the key changes to the masterplan are
outlined below:
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The primary school and localcentre has been located in a more central
posltion within the masterplan. This creates'a more convivial and attractive
local centre'as requested by CABE, but also meets the community's request
to locate the two facilities together on the masterplan and ensures they
remain accessible from Weldon village. The primary school and local centre
are within a five minute walk (400 metres) of the majority of properties in
Weldon Park.
The alignment of the relief road through the development has been retained,
to ensure it remains efficient and direct and is therefore a more preferable
route than using the existing roads through the village. The revised
masterplan includes a traditional 'high street'through the centre of the
development, with a strong street frontage as requested by CABE which will
have the effect of reducing traffic speeds.
The local community believed that Weldon Park should be distanced as far as
possible from the existing village and therefore a landscape buffer was
introduced. However, subsequent feedback from statutory bodies requested
that there should be improved landscape integration with the existing village,
in order to ensure greater connections between the new and existing
communities. To achieve a balance, the revised masterplan includes a
smaller landscape buffer taking into account the floodplain and the setting of
the Grade ll" listed Manor House. The new location for the primary school
and local centre is also within walking distance of the existing village.

lnformation Events

Charles Church is committed to keeping the local Weldon and Corby community
informed of the development proposals for Weldon Park, recognising their effort in
shaping the masterplan through the previous consultation and ensuring they are
made aware of alterations which have been primarily led by statutory feedback.

The revised Weldon Park masterplan was presented to members of Corby Borough
Council's Planning Committee on the 27th November 2008.
To coincide with the submission of a new planning application for Weldon Park in
April 2009, Charles Church has organised for two-week displays of information at
three localvenues; Corby Library in Queens Square; the Willow Place Marketing
Suite; and a plasma information screen at the One Stop Shop in Corby. An
accompanying information leaflet explains the changes to the masterplan and this
leaflet will be available alongside the displays of information.

Trimedia holds a database of consultees who registered their contact details to be
kept informed of the progress of development at Weldon Park during the 2007
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consultation. On the submission of the new planning application, all those registered
on this database rt,rl[ receive a letter and accompanying leaflet to inform them of the
latest changes The leaflet will also be sent by solus letterbox delivery to all
households in V/eldon village and alongside this, a press release will be issued to the
local media outlets.
The website (\\,r r/.weldonpark.co.*)and telephone number (0845 602 5026) set up
in 2aO7 to provide further information about the development and to encourage
people to get involved in the consultation process are still current. This website will
be updated with all the new planning application documents for download as soon as
the application is registered.

4.0

Conclusion

The masterplan for the previous planning application for Weldon Park underwent
significant alterations and enhancements in order to reflect the aspirations of the
local community, stakeholders and representative organisations. This latest planning
application for Weldon Park demonstrates continued evolution of the masterplan,
combining the community's input with the latest planning guidelines and professional
opinions from leading design experts such as CABE.
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