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Introduction and Welcome!
Well, I cannot deny it has been an eventful two weeks! Whether or not you are interested in 
sports there is always a buzz in the air when there are major tournaments such as Wimbledon 
2021 and the Euro 2020 Football, especially considering who was in the final. 
Talking of a buzz, I was delighted to see that North Northamptonshire Council has been 
supporting the Woodland Trust’s #BeesNeedsWeek campaign and this has been the top viewed 
item on the Council’s social media channels this last week.
We held our second meeting of the Executive this week at the Corby Cube. The Executive 
considered reports on the Council’s Corporate Plan, received an update on the budget forecast 
as at period 2 and a capital programme update. We also considered a report informing us about 
the highways works at Junctions D & E at East Kettering Hanwood Park development. You can 
find out more information here: Executive on Thursday 15th July

Thank you!

Social media: Top stories

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. If you have ideas of items to include in 
future updates please let me know at: executive@northnorthants.gov.uk

This week (Monday 12th to Wednesday 14th) the top stories were: 

Follow me on Twitter Contacting North 
Northamptonshire Council 

@SmithersJason 0300 126 3000

www.northnorthants.gov.uk

COVID-19: Opening up more  
services from 19 July

North Northamptonshire Council will be opening up more of its buildings from Monday 19th July. 
This is in response to the lifting of legal restrictions in relation to COVID-19.
From Monday, our customer service centre doors will all be open and we will not be turning 
anyone away who visits without an appointment. We will be offering an appointment system 
which will help us to ensure that we avoid queueing as much as possible.
Although legal restrictions are being lifted, the Government has made it clear that everyone 
has a responsibility to be cautious. We are, therefore, taking what we feel are a number of 
proportionate and responsible steps, and many of the risk-assessed, Covid-secure measures 
we have in place, such as one-way systems for staff, will remain for the time being. We will also 
still be asking staff and visitors to wear face masks when they visit our premises, subject to their 
own exemptions for health reasons.
More staff will be allowed to return to the offices to work but we will do this on a prioritised 
basis. To start with, we will focus on customer services staff and those staff in services that 
directly support these customer operations. Many staff have been working remotely and we will 
be keen to see where this can continue. We want to see what lessons we have learned that may 
help us establish new, more efficient ways of working.
What the pandemic has shown is that many services can be accessed online via our website. 
We are keen to encourage a continuation of this approach where it works for our customers. It 
saves the Council and the taxpayer money, but it can often provide faster available services for 
our customers. Rest assured that a physical customer service presence will remain an important 
feature of how we work.
You can access further information about the Council’s approach to COVID-19 by visiting the 
website: Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Thank You Day, held on 4th July, was a huge 
success. North Northamptonshire Council put out 
33 #ThankYouDay posts on each of our social media 
platforms, 29 photos and 4 videos. These posts 
reached over 76,000 people, hundreds of post clicks 
and likes, comments and shares. More importantly, 
we were delighted to be able to join in and say a 
heart-felt thank you to everyone who has played 
their part these last 15 months!

Holiday Activities and  
Food Programme (HAF)

Countywide social prescribing service set to 
‘Spring’ into action this month

Thank you Day!

Press Releases
To help you stay abreast of the key things the Council has been doing, I have included some 
links to the Council’s press releases below (starting with the most recent):

Book your session for the Corby 
Health and Wellbeing Festival 
to take time to take care of you | 
North Northamptonshire Council 
(northnorthants.gov.uk)

Kettering Library to re-open | 
North Northamptonshire Council 
(northnorthants.gov.uk)

Council urges public to be vigilant and only use licensed taxis | North 
Northamptonshire Council (northnorthants.gov.uk)

Communities urged to plant 
a tree for the Jubilee | North 
Northamptonshire Council 
(northnorthants.gov.uk)

Work to start on final project 
supported through Government’s 
Accelerated Fund | North 
Northamptonshire Council 
(northnorthants.gov.uk)

Developer-funded Kettering junction improvements 
to help growth in the town | North Northamptonshire 
Council (northnorthants.gov.uk)

Changes to free parking for all essential workers | 
North Northamptonshire Council (northnorthants.gov.
uk)

If you would like stay up to date with the Council’s media releases, you can visit the news 
section of the Council’s website: www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news
Or follow Twitter         @NNorthantsC and/or Facebook        @NorthNorthants

Ready for this school’s summer holiday 
period, a Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) 
programme is being launched to support 
families to have fun, learn new skills and enjoy 
the outdoors after a long and challenging year. 
The HAF programme offers eligible children 
and young people across Northamptonshire 
the opportunity to attend activities designed 
around healthy eating and cooking, enriched 
activities (i.e. physical activity, arts and crafts), 
as well as providing every participant with a 
substantial meal each day. 
This is a great opportunity for our children and young people to build friendships, try something 
new, gain confidence and adapt to their world that is opening up again.
The HAF programme will be available in a range of venues across Northamptonshire between 
Wednesday 21st July through to Tuesday 31st August 2021. It is funded by the Department for 
Education (DfE) Holiday Activities Fund and co-ordinated by Northamptonshire Sport. For further 
information and to register your interest please email haf@northamptonshiresport.org

I am very pleased to share that ‘Spring’, Northamptonshire’s new county-wide social prescribing 
service, is now open to referrals.
‘Spring’ is a community-driven support network designed to help people in Northamptonshire 
to manage their own health and wellbeing. The programme is supported by the NHS and Public 
Health Northamptonshire, as well as central Government, through the Life Chances Fund.
The service is being co-ordinated locally by four delivery partners, who each have responsibility 
for planning, organising and delivering the programme across the area. These delivery partners 
are:

Social prescribing is a way of helping people to manage their own mental and physical health by 
referring them to local community-run services like leisure activities, social groups and healthy 
lifestyle advice.
The social prescribing model is already beginning to develop in Northamptonshire with social 
prescribing link workers employed at our county’s GP practices in order to connect people with 
local services to meet their individual needs.
‘Spring’ will complement the current services by taking referrals from any source including self-
referrals, referrals from social services, hospital discharge units, voluntary, community and social 
enterprise sector organisations and many more, as well as providing additional support to the 
social prescribing link workers already in place at the GP practices. ‘Spring’ will also work with 
local voluntary and community organisations to provide communities of support based on the 
interest of those using the service.
While social prescribing has been widely adopted across the UK, this integrated county-wide 
social prescribing model is unique to Northamptonshire and it will support people in locally to 
choose well, stay well and live well.

• (Twitter & Facebook) #BeesNeedsWeek campaign about feeding local bees and 
pollinators.

• (Facebook) Shared post from Northamptonshire Police about safety when riding Voi 
e-scooters.

• (Facebook) #NNStay campaign/a day in the park.
• (Twitter) #NNStay/visit country parks/get kids off mobile phones.
• (Twitter) Covid-19 social distancing in public.

• Age UK Northamptonshire 
• Northamptonshire Carers
• Mayday Trust
• General Practice Alliance

With so much of what we do in life now reliant on a 
computer and an internet connection, it is no wonder 
that cyber crime has increased so significantly. 
North Northamptonshire Council has been working 
hard to continue to improve its approach to cyber 
security. However, we want everybody in the area to 
be cyber safe and cyber aware. For this reason, we 
wanted to share a link to the Government’s Cyber 
Aware website which contains a range of useful 
hints and tips to help you stay safe online. I hope 
you find it useful: Be Cyber Aware

Staying cyber safe

Did you know?
Just to illustrate the power of social media, back in 
April this year, the one and only Bette Midler shared an 
image of the Council’s ‘Feeding the Bees’ signs which 
are spread across Corby and Kettering as part of the 
Council’s Ground Maintenance approach. Bette Midler 
has around 2million followers! It is interesting that the 
#BeesNeedsWeek is top of our social media list this 
week too.
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